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Aquaculture ï Fin Fish  Award  
 

 
 
Left to Right:  Jamie Bridge and Tom Schulz, Sable Fish Canada; Lisa Cross, Kyuquot 
SEAfoods Ltd.; and Rick Roberts, Vancouver Island Economic Alliance (Sponsor) 

 
Winner  
Kyuquot SEAfoods TM Ltd.  is a coastal aquaculture company, based on Vancouver Island, and 
is currently the first licensed Sustainable Ecological Aquaculture SEAfarm in Canada.  Using the 
principles of ecology, KSL has developed an integrated, multi-species approach to aquaculture.  
With only a single ófedô component to our system (sablefish), the organic wastes from this high-
valued fish species, which would otherwise be lost to the environment, are intercepted by three 
extractive components:  shellfish (scallops, oysters, cockles, mussels) for the fine particles, sea 
cucumbers or sea urchins for the settleable organic particles, and kelp (Kombu, Nori) for the 
dissolved nutrients.  In addition, our organic aquaculture approach to promotes a Sustainable 
Ecological Aquaculture (SEA-System) using Sustainable Energy Alternatives (SEA-Power) - the 
latter focused on the integration of wind, solar, ocean thermal, and micro-hydro to reduce the 
reliance on fossil fuels.  KSL is in the commercial start-up/growth phase of its development and 
expects to enter its SEAfoodTM products to market by 2011. 
 

Finalist  
With local ownership and 20 employees, Target Marine Hatcheries Ltd.  is developing land-
based sturgeon aquaculture on the Sunshine Coast.  Caspian Sea sturgeon stocks, which 
traditionally supplied the World with sturgeon meat and caviar, have collapsed, some by 90% 
over the past 20 years.  Since initiating white sturgeon culture in 1999, Target Marine 
Hatcheries Ltd. has been researching, developing, and commercializing this new aquaculture 
species for Canada.  Recirculation culture systems were developed and adopted to biologically 
and mechanically filter the water.  These systems are continually being improved and refined 
and are now conserving 99% of the water and >99.5% of the heating energy requirements.  Six 
generations of sturgeon are currently in production and several research and development 
projects are underway to improve first feeding survival and optimize sexing and ovary staging 
techniques.  Caviar harvesting is expected to commence in 2011. 
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Finalist  
Founded in 2002, Sable Fish Canada Inc.  is the only company in the world to commercially 
produce large quantities of Sable Fish.  Starting out with only 6 employees, between the 
Hatchery on Salt Spring Island and the grow out operation in Kyuquot Sound, the company now 
provides 25 local high paid jobs. 
 
Partnering with the National Research Council, and the Scientific Research and Experimental 
Development committee, Sable Fish Canada has taken on several research projects to benefit 
the sablefish aquaculture industry.  We have recently finished the construction of a new juvenile 
rearing facility and a new brood stock facility.  Both buildings employ state of the art recirculation 
systems and implement green energy. Along with a successful breeding program, Sable Fish 
Canada can significantly increase its production without increasing its environment impact.  
Sablefish Canada Inc. is committed to doing the research and developing sablefish aquaculture 
according to ecologically responsible principles. 
 
 

Aquaculture ï Shell  Fish  Award  
 

 
 
Left to Right:  Lisa Vernon, Island Scallops; Keith Reid, Odyssey Shellfish Ltd., Bill Taylor, 
Fanny Bay Oysters; and Kevin Young, Creative Salmon Company Ltd. (Sponsor) 
 

Winner  
Stellar Bay Shellfish Ltd. as incorporated in 2001 by Keith Reid.  It was created to process and 
market the Kusshi oyster, which Keith developed and produced through his shellfish farm, 
Odyssey Shellfish Ltd. , in Deep Bay.  The Kusshi oyster has received many awards since it 
was introduced in 2002 and is known throughout North America among oyster connoisseurs.  
The Kusshi oyster has gained the attention of the international market place as this year saw the 
first shipments of the Kusshi into China and Japan. 
 

Finalist  
Fanny Bay Oyster s is located on Vancouver Island on the shores of Baynes Sound.  It has 
farmed oyster and clams on its beach tenures for over twenty five years.  Fanny Bay also owns 
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and operates a shellfish processing plant where it shucks, grades and washes its own shellfish 
and shellfish purchased from other shellfish farmers.  It sells these shellfish under the Fanny 
Bay Oyster brand which has gained both national and international recognition for its quality 
oysters and clams.  The companyôs markets have shifted over the years.  No longer are the 
oysters just shucked but they now are found in the many of the top North American restaurantsô 
oyster bars.  This shift has required changes in the farming methods Fanny Bay Oyster uses to 
produce these highly sought after oysters.  The company continues to improves itôsô farming 
practices to produce higher quality shellfish, increase efficiency and minimize environmental 
effects.  
 

Finalist  
Located in a beautiful rural setting in Qualicum Bay, Island Scallops Ltd . is celebrating 20 
years of growth and innovation in the aquaculture industry.  Island Scallopsô founder and CEO 
Robert Saunders is a world-class expert in the aquaculture field who has directed all the 
research and development efforts at Island Scallops Ltd since its establishment in 1989. His 
efforts have resulted in the design and implementation of innovative and proprietary culture 
technology for new aquaculture species in BC, including a scallop hybrid, geoducks, oysters, 
clams and sablefish. Island Scallops Ltd is a leader in hatchery technology and produces a 
unique, high value product.  Due to their firm texture and delicate flavour, Qualicum Beach 
scallops are an incredibly versatile and highly desired seafood product.  Our scallops have won 
several international awards and often appear on the menus of very prestigious restaurants 
world-wide. 
 
 

ASTTBC Leadership  in Technology Award  
 

 
 
Left to Right:  Stewart Savard, School District 71 Comox Valley; Harley Acheson, Shawnigan 
Lake School; Randy Holmquist, Canadian Electric Vehicles Ltd.; and John Leech, Executive 
Director, Applied Science Technologists & Technicians of BC (Sponsor) 
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Winner  
Randy Holmquist , owner of Canadian Electric Vehicles Ltd. (CEV) located in Errington, 
converted his car to electric in the 1990s as a hobby ï a starting point from which Holmquist has 
developed a successful global business.  CEV was established in 1995 with the initial focus to 
provide designs and parts for converting gas vehicles to non-polluting electric.  In 2000, CEV 
was approached by Los Angeles airport to design and build a zero emission aircraft refuelling 
truck.  Since then, over 50 three ton trucks have been converted to electric and are in service in 
the US, Dubai, Puerto Rico, Australia and in 2009 England.  The Might-E Tug, electric towing 
unit, was designed to reduce employee injuries by towing a variety of equipment weighing up to 
7,000 pounds.  Holmquistôs primary focus is the Might-E Truck, with over 150 in use around the 
world in hospitals, ferry terminals, airports, campuses, municipalities, fire stations, and federal 
and provincial governments. 
 

Finalist  
At Shawnigan Lake School, Harley Acheson  writes many of the custom software, many of 
which are running quietly in the background.  He also wrote a mail-checking program, a custom 
messaging system that Shawnigan Lake School uses to communicate with one another, and a 
program called ñClassViewò that allows teachers to control a classroom of computers.  While 
doing his regular duties at the school, Harley noticed that the school had an almost completely 
unused intranet.  He then took the job of creating a data-driven cgi-based intranet as a personal 
challenge, programming in his spare time at home, which was over 1,000 hours.  Harley is very 
proud of Shawnigan Lake Schoolôs dynamic user-customized and collaborative system that 
encompasses thousands of documents (over 90,000 items, counting the graphics).  It has 
become a big part of the Shawnigan experience with greater use as a teaching and publishing 
tool. 
 

Finalist  
Stewart (Stew) Savard  is the eLibrarian and eResource teacher for School District 71 (Comox 
Valley).  He is one of the first eLibrarians in the public school system and operates the eLibrary 
site (http://elibrary.sd71.bc.ca/).  This site has been visited 250,000 times since they started 
tracking it in 2007.  A Google search of some of their diverse pages, such as:  ñEarthôs 
Compositionò, ñMongol Empireò, and ñBloomôs Taxonomyò, routinely finds them in the top 10 
results.  Recently, Stew has been tasked to assist with an initiative aimed at linking students 
with possible career choices.  The Culinary Arts, Robotics and general careers pages are 
examples of his team efforts in the drive to link careers and students.  Stew most recently, 
introduced robotics to give elementary schools in the Comox Valley, with great success.  He 
also works with Richard Murphy, the district Daily Physical Activity teacher, to develop the 
resources needed to help students build healthy physical activity habits.  The team is working to 
create resources that can use on media players and cell phones in order to build skills and 
monitor fitness goals.  Stew has a Bachelorôs degree from UVic, a Masterôs from the University 
of Oregon and a Doctorate from the University of Toronto. 
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Engineering  Award  
 

 
 
Left to Right:  Brent Hebert, T-MAR Industries Ltd.; and Lee Grannon, Detailed Design Drafting 
Services Ltd. 
 

Winner  
As specialists in the natural resource sector since 2001, Strategic Forest Management  is one 
of BCôs largest and most well-respected professional consulting and environmental project 
management companies.  Strategicôs expertise in interdisciplinary professional services has 
grown from its extensive roots in coastal forestry and resource management.  An industry leader 
in high-quality and cost-effective services, Strategicôs customer focus results in long-term, win-
win business relationships with public and private utility companies (IPPs), forest companies, 
mining development companies, First Nations, municipal, provincial and federal governments, 
property developers and tourism operators, among others.  No matter how challenging the 
operating environment is, Strategicôs experience ensures that clients achieve project objectives 
and business goals - on time, on specification, and on budget. 
 

Finalist  
Detailed Design Drafting Services  (DDDS), located in Parksville, BC and Surrey, BC is one of 
the largest Structural Steel Detailing companies in North America, and has been providing 
quality fabrication drawings to U.S. and Canadian clients for over 13 years.  Working from the 
architect and structural engineerôs drawings, DDDS uses Tekla Structures software to build 3D 
models of steel structures.  From these models, fabrication drawings and erection plans are 
extracted, and used by the client to fabricate each beam and column comprised in a steel 
structure.  The erection drawings detail the location and field welding requirements of every 
beam and column in the structure, and are used by the iron workers to erect the steel on site.   
Through a skilled team of 75 full time employees with extensive experience and knowledge, 
DDDS provides clients with accurate quality fabrication drawings, within the aggressive 
schedules that they require. 
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Finalist  
T-MAR Industries Ltd . is a Vancouver Island owned company that has a proud 25 year history 
of providing the forest, construction, mining and energy sectors with industrial and engineering 
needs.  Whether it is fabrication, machining, engineering or rebuilding equipment we are able to 
complete every aspect of the job, from the idea to the finished product or any step in between.  
Our Campbell River facilities include a 10,000 square foot fabrication department, a fully 
equipped machining shop, a full parts department/component shop and an experienced 
engineering department.  Our motto of ñservice firstò is our commitment to providing the highest 
quality after-sales service support as well as being equipped to handle all repair and over-haul 
needs.  We are proud to be the dealers for Roc Champ Drills, Atlas Copco Air Compressors, 
Kobelco and Kawasaki products, Gates hoses and Mitsubishi drill steel.  We look forward to 
meeting Vancouver Islandôs industrial requirements for years to come. 
 
 

Environmental Technology  Award  
 

 
 
Left to Right:  Ron Hartman, iDUS Controls Ltd.; Dr. David Welch, Kintama Research 
Corporation; Jordan Townsend, ECOSIP Industries Inc.; and Iris Ji, Business Manager, Canada 
Asia Business Network (Sponsor) 
 

Winner  
Founded in 2000 by Dr. David Welch, formerly of the Canadian DFO, Kintama Research 
Corporation  is the worldôs leader in the design, deployment and operation of large-scale and 
cost-effective acoustic telemetry arrays.  These underwater curtains open vast new 
opportunities for highly precise scientific study of the survival and movements of marine 
animals, particularly populations which migrate between marine, estuarine, and freshwater 
environments.  At its simplest level Kintamaôs arrays enable scientists to investigate marine 
animal migrations.  More complex studies have seen Kintama and collaborating scientists, 
through surgical tagging of thousands of salmon smolts, test and challenge existing theories 
about survival pressures on endangered Pacific Northwest salmon stocks.  To date, Kintamaôs 
team has published more than 30 ground-breaking scientific papers, and the types of analysis 
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that are reported using the array will permit a new generation of scientists to rapidly generate 
and test conclusions in support of rational public policy initiatives for fisheries and conservation. 

Finalist  
Ron Hartman of iDUS Controls Ltd. is a water reuse specialist.  In his past career in consulting 
engineering, he applied his design and innovation skills to planning and building small 
residential communities and their unique servicing infrastructure.  This led to the insight and 
knowledge base to launch the Conservepump venture, which addresses the growing need for 
practical home-based water conservation systems.  He is now fully engaged in developing 
Conservepump systems into the premier in óAt-home water reuse technologyô.  Trained at BCIT 
in surveying and engineering in the early ó80s, he grew his skills through practical field-based 
experience working designing and building infrastructure systems for remote villages and stand-
alone communities.  Through his leadership and technical knowledge, the Conservepump 
project has achieved much.  The Home system is the first plumbing code-compliant domestic 
water reuse system available in North America.  The Garden system is the first moisture sensor 
controlled automated irrigation system designed with the homeowner in mind.  
 

Finalist  
ECOSIP Industries Inc. , a manufacturer of Structural Insulated Panels (SIP), is based in 
Duncan and is a young company now in its third year of operation. Owned by principals Jordan 
Townsend, Don Livingston and Kim Johannsen, ECOSIP Industries is one of the only 100% 
Canadian owned and operated manufactures in western Canada. SIP construction is ñgreenò, 
fast and offers superior strength and insulation qualities with a building envelope that is 50% to 
60% more energy efficient than conventionally framed structures.  From raw panels to complete 
homes, ECOSIP Industries is a full service facility and a distributor of unique ñgreenò products 
including Insulated Concrete Forms.  A member of The Canadian Home Builderôs Association, 
ECOSIP ships nationally and employs locally.  Their LEED certified ecologically superior 
building products help lower carbon footprint of construction projects.  ECOSIP Industries is also 
an innovator of new technologies and has developed its own glue head system and is involved 
in research and development with a focus on quality and energy conservation. ECOSIPôs motto: 
ñBuild Better, Build Greenò. 
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Food and Beverage  Award  
 

 
 
Left to Right:  Glenn Wakeling and Carmen Wakeling, Eatmore Sprouts & Greens Ltd.; Joanne 
McIntyre, Salt Spring Island Vineyards; Grant and Betty Duckett, Duckett Truffieres; and Geoff 
Crawford, Comox Valley Economic Development Society (Sponsor) 
 

Winner  
Duckett Truffieres , nestled in the tranquil countryside of Vancouver Island, one frosty morning 
late December 2007, when the air was crisp and clean, Ducketts Truffle Dog found Canadaôsô 1st 
known Black Perigord Truffle.  It was a beginning and a culmination of seven years of trialing, 
documenting and establishing perimeters for a new emerging industry potential for Canadaôsô 
scientific community and worldwide opportunities.  Black Perigord Truffle, known as the ñFruit of 
the Godsò, holds an elusive shroud of mystic known for centuries world-wide.  The most 
expensive gourmet delight on the planet, now desperately low in production, led Duckettsô keen 
interest in cultivation possibilities.  Dubbed ñThe Duckett Methodò, painstakingly, experimenting, 
validating techniques brought 2007 harvest to culmination.  Ducketts continue to provide 
Premium Select Host Truffle Ready Trees for emerging fungiphiles with a desire to join in this 
new farming opportunity. Fresh Black Perigord and related value-added products should soon 
be available from Ducketts Farmgate. 
 

Finalist  
Eatmore Sprou ts & Greens Ltd.  is a Certified Organic Farm producing a variety of sprouts and 
vegetables on a 3.75 acres near Courtenay.  Eatmore was established in 1975 and is owned by 
Glenn and Carmen Wakeling.  Their products are sold through restaurants, grocery stores and 
wholesalers.  Sprout products include: Alfalfa, Deli, Onion, Garlic, Mung bean sprouts, Clover, 
Broccoli, Sunflower Greens, Wheat Grass and Pea Shoots, which are produced in an indoor 
growing facility and greenhouse buildings.  Seasonal organic vegetables are grown intensively 
outdoors and include salad mixes, leeks, garlic, spinach, onions, and more.  Eatmore services 
markets throughout western Canada and are distributed through the major supermarket 
systems as well as smaller chains and independent stores, close to home.  Eatmore Sprouts & 
Greens Ltd. produces healthy food year round while caring for its customers, staff and the 
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environment.  Food safety, organics and growing system development have been an important 
part of the Companyôs success over the last 30 years. 
 

Finalist  
Salt Spring Vineyards  is a 10-year old winery producing 2200 cases of wine annually on Salt 
Spring Island in the beautiful Fulford Valley.  Owners Dev and Joanne McIntyre are devoted to 
producing the best possible wines from local grapes in a manner sustainable to land and 
community, and to advance the regionôs budding wine industry.  The inviting setting and 
hospitality draw locals and visitors to experience wine and food pairings, and to learn about cool 
climate wines and grape growing.  In addition, Joanne and Dev are involved in an on-going 
experimental grape program.  With winemaker Paul Troop they have been instrumental in 
developing and distributing new grape types from Europe, which ripen well here, are disease 
resistant, easier to grow and produce wines unique to the coastal BC region.  By developing 
these new grape varieties, producing consistently well-made wines, and promoting them in an 
attractive setting, Salt Spring Vineyards is proud to play an active part in the BC Coastal Wine 
Region.  
 
 

Health Science  Award  
 

 
 

Left to Right:  William Huhn, William Huhn Trigger Point Technique; Greg Klimek, Margaret 
Harper and Veronica Klimek, Canadian Pacific Algae Inc.; Bob Morris, President and Station 
Manager, CKAY FM 
 

Winner  
Canadian Pacific Algae Inc. , owned and operated by Margaret Harper, is a grower and 
harvester of algae and algae products. This process utilizes naturally occurring algal species 
found in the pristine Pacific Ocean waters of the East coast of Vancouver Island. The process 
includes growing and concentrating those naturally occurring algal strains, utilizing novel ways 
of harvesting and then further processing into final products. These products are then used as 
ingredients in Natural Health Products, Skin Care Products, Beverages and Functional Foods, 
and are perfect for companies seeking bio-available ingredients containing vitamins, minerals 
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and phytoplankton harvested from the ocean. The whole process of growing and collecting 
algae is very environmentally friendly; in fact we take Carbon Dioxide out of the environment 
and produce Oxygen. 
 

Finalist  
Incorporating methods from Dr.'s Travell and Simons (world renown Trigger Point experts) - Mr. 
Huhn of William Huhn Trigger Point Technique , has designed his own Trigger Point method, 
which has over the years proven to be a highly effective bodywork method that consistently 
improves the quality of life for the majority of his clients - many who have been seeking help for 
their pain issues for many years. As well, he has written and currently presents four 
internationally recognized Continuing Education workshops designed for members of the health 
and fitness profession. These workshops detail the effects of myofascial trigger points and the 
health benefits of this style of muscle therapy. William has recently accepted an invitation to 
present his workshops to physical therapists in Warsaw, Poland, (August 2010) and has also 
been awarded the designation of Approved Provider for Continuing Education, by the National 
Certification Board for Therapeutic and Massage & Bodywork (USA). 
 

Finalist  
Developers of the internationally ï acclaimed award winning natural pain relieving RECOVERY 
products for both humans and animals, Purica  is a cutting edge company with a global vision. In 
addition to the flagship product RECOVERY, Purica now offers Immune Fx, a natural product for 
serious immune conditions, and Purica Steel, high quality stainless steel water bottles sold 
primarily through health retailers.  The vision of Purica is pure, delivering results ï oriented 
vegetarian products packaged in environmentally friendly materials such as glass, metal and 
recycled cardboard. Purica products are available throughout the USA and Canada, with further 
expansion to the European Union in 2009. 
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ICET Information Technology  Award  
 

 
 

Left to Right:  Aaron Fujikawa, GIS Solutions Inc.; Mayor Charlie Cornfield, City of Campbell 
River, representing Island Coastal Economic Trust (Sponsor); Phil Stiller, Intraworks IT 
Management Inc.; and Judy Weger, DocuPointe Digital Documents 
 

Winner  
In 2003, Intrawork s IT Management Inc.  started with one man (Philip Stiller), a computer, a 
make-shift table in the bedroom and an idea. Since that time, Intraworks has grown into the 
thriving I.T. business it is today.  Gone are the days of working out of the basement suite and 
cramped spaces.  Intraworks is now located at 100-4311 Boban Drive (directly across from 
Shaw) in their 5000 square foot technology centre.  They have Nanaimoôs ONLY fully secured, 
environmentally controlled, and power redundant, Co-Location Data Centre with 100 mbps of 
fiber and internet access.  Intraworks offers security solutions, web and email hosting, off-site 
back-up, and various other network related services.  They have partnered with Intraworks 
Electrical to provide a vast array of services such as fiber cabling installations.  With a staff of 12 
including engineers, technicians, sales, and administration, Intraworks continues to grow and 
will be expanding on Vancouver Island in 2010.   
 

Finalist  
In 2003, Judy Weger ventured out to provide services to local businesses with her Virtual 
Assistant company, DocuPointe Digital Documents .  Though slow at first, there was such a 
local need for business assistance on an on-demand basis that her virtual office began to 
flourish through the use of technological tools.  To this date, there are some regular clients that 
Judy has never met face to face.  DocuPointe functions as a fully rounded Virtual Office, 
providing project scanning and virtual services to many island companies and government 
offices.  DocuPointe has grown in 6 years from a one person home office to a nine person 
office, and prides itself that it has helped many local small businesses to present themselves 
professionally and credibly.  While still in growth stages, DocuPointe plans to continue to grow 
and become the place where businesses go to get online and become more productive. 
 
 

http://vividphotography.smugmug.com/Business/2009-MISTIC-Awards/10247814_4buw8/1/706802620_msgw5


                                                                                                          Page 12 

Finalist  
GIS Solutions Inc.  is committed to offering its clients a broad range of mapping and spatial 
analysis services using the latest technologies, informed expertise, and a desire to develop 
quality solutions to meet their business needs. Building positive relationships with clientele and 
the community and providing excellent value, is what makes the company a success.  Since 
1998, the products and services provided by GIS Solutions Inc. incorporate our philosophy of 
Accuracy, Reliability and Customer Service to ensure clients are receiving high quality, 
dependable, and customer oriented information for making quality informed decisions.  GIS 
Solutions Inc. has an educated and experienced team of GIS professionals with a wide array of 
work experience and technical skills. In addition to in-house professional and technical 
resources, GIS Solutions has established a network of individuals and organizations with 
complimentary expertise, ensuring clients that the project will be completed to their 
specifications and expectations. 
 
 

Island SRED Excellence in Innovation  Award  
 

 
 

Left to Right:  Brent Hebert, T-MAR Industries Ltd.; Jordan Townsend, ECOSIP Industries Inc.; 
Kyle Reeves, Ktrak Cycle Corp.; and Bob Drinkwater, Island SRED (Sponsor) 
 

Winner  
ECOSIP Industries Inc. , a manufacturer of Structural Insulated Panels, is based in Duncan and 
is a fairly young company now in its third year of operation. Owned by principals, Jordan 
Townshend, Don Livingston and Kim Johannsen, ECOSIP Industries, is one of the only 100% 
Canadian owned and operated manufactures in western Canada. SIP construction is ñgreenò, 
fast and offers superior strength and insulation qualities with a building envelope that is 50% to 
60% more energy efficient than conventionally framed structures. From raw panels to complete 
homes, ECOSIP Industries, is a full service facility and is also a distributor of unique ñgreenò 
products including Insulated Concrete Forms or ICFs. A member of The Canadian home 
Builderôs association, ECOSIPs ships nationally and employ locally. Our LEED certified 
ecologically superior building products help lower carbon footprint of construction projects. 
ECOSIP Industries is also an innovator of new technologies and has developed its own glue 
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head system and is also involved in research and development with a focus on quality and 
energy conservation. ECOSIPôs motto: ñBuild Better, Build Greenò. 
 

Finalist  
Ktrak Cycle Corp. , creator of the first-of-itôs-kind bicycle track drive conversion kit. Recipient of 
worldwide acclaim, yet designed, engineered and manufactured locally on Vancouver Island. 
For use with virtually all makes and models of mountain bikes, the Ktrak kit converts the bicycle 
into a snow-worthy machine. The quality-engineered rear track drive and optional front ski make 
cross-country and downhill snow biking effortless and exciting. Itsô innovative design has already 
attracted media attention from approximately 135 print publications and five television programs 
worldwide. Ktrakôs goal is to ñredefine the mountain bikeò allowing the seasonal biker to ride 
through the winter and beyond. For more information, visit www.ktrakcycle.com. 
 

Finalist  
T-MAR Industries Ltd . is a Vancouver Island owned company that has a proud 25 year history 
of providing the forest, construction, mining and energy sectors with industrial and engineering 
needs.  Whether it is fabrication, machining, engineering or rebuilding equipment we are able to 
complete every aspect of the job, from the idea to the finished product or any step in between.  
Our Campbell River facilities include a 10,000 square foot fabrication department, a fully 
equipped machining shop, a full parts department/component shop and an experienced 
engineering department.  Our motto of ñservice firstò is our commitment to providing the highest 
quality after-sales service support as well as being equipped to handle all repair and over-haul 
needs.  We are proud to be the dealers for Roc Champ Drills, Atlas Copco Air Compressors, 
Kobelco and Kawasaki products, Gates hoses and Mitsubishi drill steel.  We look forward to 
meeting Vancouver Islandôs industrial requirements for years to come. 
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Software Development  Award  
 

 
 

Left to Right:  David Ranger, TradeTec Computer Systems Ltd.; Joann and Eric Byres, Byres 
Security Inc.; Jonathan Bartlett, /A\ Vancouver Island (Sponsor); and Taunya Jardine, Realty 
Promoter Software Ltd. 
 

Winner  
Byres Security Inc.  
Byres Security Inc. operates out of offices in Lantzville, BC with a dedicated team of 10 full time 
employees and two senior managers, Eric and Joann Byres. They develop industrial security 
technologies for critical infrastructure companies in the oil and gas, power, chemical and 
manufacturing sectors around the world.  Its flagship product, the Tofino Industrial Security 
Solution, is a unique hardware and software security system that provides protection for 
Industrial control devices.  Contributing to our local communities is very important to Joann and 
Eric, as is maintaining their island lifestyle. Being able to take of care of day to day operations 
from their Lantzville offices and yet maintain a global customer base is only possible with 
modern technology (and a lot of travel). 
 

Finalist  
Realty Promoter Software Ltd . is a Vancouver Island company developing software 
applications for real estate agents.  Based in Duncan, BC, the company's products are being 
used across Canada, with plans to expand into the US market in the New Year. 
By creating robust software products to help real estate agents manage their clients and their 
business, Realty Promoter Software has tapped into a unique market.  Unlike web based 
services, the software allows clients to retain all their valuable and sensitive business data on 
their computers.  This ensures the integrity and security of the data.  
Paired with a unique technology allowing cell phone or similar remote devices to communicate 
with the client's computer, this software eliminates the need for expensive hardware or internet 
connections.  It provides clients with secure, usable access to their data from their cell phone 
whether they are across the city or across the country. 
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Finalist  
TradeTec  is the developer of the most complete, powerful, functional and intuitive inventory 
solutions available to the forest industry today. From humble beginnings in 1986, over twenty 
years of research and development has enabled TradeTec to introduce and elevate high-
technology in the forest industry across North America and throughout the world. As a Microsoft 
partner, TradeTecôs software solutions are built entirely upon Microsoft platforms but can be 
customized to meet the unique needs of their customers. The software and hardware solutions 
developed over the years, provides a powerful communication tool and inventory management 
system for companies of all sizes; from individual Log-Scalers to large sawmill corporations with 
multiple divisions. Taking pride on being a Parksville based company, TradeTec has had the 
privilege of introducing Vancouver Island to their customers and looks forward to continuing to 
do so in the future.   
 
 

Value Added Products  Award  
 

 
 

Left to Right:  Hilford Burton, Hilmark Boats Inc.; Rob Broekhuizen, K2 Stone; Ed Gavigan, 
Island TimberFrame Ltd.; and Brad Bradbury, CEO, Rivercorp (Sponsor) 
 

Winner  
K2 Stone  is a Nanaimo based company, quarrying local Vancouver Island stone which they use 
to manufacture unique building and landscaping products. They have been operating now for 
five years, refining highly specific equipment and procedures.  K2 Stone specializes in natural 
thin stone veneers which offer all the engineering advantages of an artificial product, while 
retaining the beauty and durability of real stone. A vertically integrated distribution model allows 
K2 Stone control of their offering. This model includes franchise locations in Victoria, Vancouver, 
Kelowna, Calgary, and Edmonton in addition to their facility in Duke Point.  K2ôs offerings also 
includes a variety of custom products including counter tops, water features, capping,  and 
services  such as polishing, flaming and sandblasting which have K2 Stone sought after by 
masons, builders, and architects across Western North America. 
 
 

http://vividphotography.smugmug.com/Business/2009-MISTIC-Awards/10247814_4buw8/1/706802620_msgw5
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Finalist  
Hilmark Boats Inc.  was started in 2001(incorporated 2005) as a business that would develop a 
value added product to the forest industry building 'quality' wooden boats.  As a small boat 
building business we support family-owned saw mills on the North Island and have 
created six full time positions with plans for further expansion.  Our yacht tenders, daysailers 
and rowboats are built with old growth woods that are harvested from winter blow- down using 
traditional designs and construction.  We have recreated the local Tyee rowboat last built in 
Campbell River 50 years ago.  Focusing on a quality product we are enjoying worldwide 
recognition with sales in Alaska, Ukraine, Europe, USA, the Caribbean and Canada.  Presenting 
quality wood boats to this market has resulted in enquiries from Europe for BC lumber.  We are 
currently in discussions with building contractors in Europe who wish to obtain a supply of our 
excellent wood products. 
 

Finalist  
Precise planning is the base of any project, large or small.  Island TimberFrame Ltd.  utilizes 
CadWorkÊ drafting software from Switzerland to produce very detailed 3d and 2D design, 
engineering and shop drawings for clients all over North America, Europe and Japan.  This 
timber specific software keeps our business competitive. It is CNC capable and brings efficiency 
to our modern shop. The combination of CadWork and our highly skilled labor force has helped 
us to stay in the forefront in the market place during these challenging times.  High quality 
timber products in Douglas Fir and Red Cedar are our specialty. Solid stairs, Railings, custom 
wood doors, mantels and trim packages in kiln dried materials are also produced by our shop. 
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Vancouver Island University New Media  Award  
 

 
 

Left to Right: Heidi Petersen, Chameleon Creative Graphic and Web Design Inc.; Zak Cohen, 
Woodshop Recording Studio; Tony Bellavia, Acting Dean of Continue Studies, Vancouver Island 
University (Sponsor); and Mindi Pettitt, HarbourLiving.ca 
 

Winner  
The Woodshop Recording Studio  began in the summer of 2000 as an expansion of Zak 
Cohen's earlier recording ventures as "Upward Audio Works".  After more than 10 years as a 
musician, music educator, and manager of a local music store, Zak decided to pursue his love 
of music and audio technology full time.  Located in a quiet rural setting the 1.200 sq ft, 
dedicated facility combines the pinnacle of modern digital audio technology with time tested 
fundamentals, bringing out the best in the literally hundreds of projects that have come through 
the door.  Projects range from music production and sound for film, to forensic audio restoration.  
Some highlights include the multi award winning documentary "Saving Luna" (Mountainside 
Films), The Vancouver Island Symphony in Nanaimo, and Art Napoleon's "Siskabush Tales", 
which is currently nominated for 3 Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards.  A complete list of 
services, past projects and several pictures are available on our website: 
www.woodshoprecording.com. 
 

Finalist  
HarbourLiving.ca  began as Nanaimo's Event's Website in September 2005 and in June of 
2007 relaunched as Vancouver Island Eventôs Website.  Tired of rummaging through recycled 
newspapers for what was going on, and even more tired of reading articles of events already 
past, HarbourLiving.ca was born.  Now, with over 30,000 monthly visitors and over 12,000 
subscribers to our weekly e-newsletter we are quickly becoming one of the most visited 
websites on Vancouver Island.  HL is a comprehensive resource of events happening across 
Vancouver Island, Concerts, Festivals, Sports and much more.  Through the support of local 
businesses who have chosen to advertise on HarbourLiving.ca, we are able to keep this a free 
resource. 

 
 

http://www.woodshoprecording.com/
http://vividphotography.smugmug.com/Business/2009-MISTIC-Awards/10247814_4buw8/1/706802620_msgw5
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Finalist  
Chameleon Creative  Graphic and Web Design Inc.  
For 10 years, Chameleon Creative has designed and developed graphics, websites and 
applications for a broad range of businesses, both local and as far-reaching as Africa, China 
and the United Arab Emirates.  Our main market however, is the northern part of Vancouver 
Island, where we enable local businesses to market their services and products to the world.  
Our portfolio has grown as we continue to incorporate new ideas and techniques.  We keep 
abreast of current technology and create custom websites and web applications for an 
increasingly sophisticated client base, enabling clients to compete more effectively in todayôs 
global business environment. 
 
 

Advanced Manufacturing Award  
 

 
 
Left to Right:  Matthew Cotton, Micro Precision Parts Manufacturing; and Vartan Chorbajian, 
Ace Line Hauler 
 

Winner  
Lightspeed Kayaks Ltd.  was formed in 2004 to produce the most technically advanced line of 
kayaks in the world.  The technology that was chosen had to produce low or no emission, high 
quality, low weight product in order to replace the industry dependence on fiberglass resins.  
This need was met by the introduction of high impact thermal plastic, a material that provided 
rapid build technology (cost competitive), better impact resistance, 100% UV protection and 
complete recycling compatibility as added benefits.  Lightspeed was one of the first companies 
in Canada to make this change and the first in western Canada.  Lightspeed is still one of only a 
handful of companies taking full advantage of this technology, and is also known for its 
advanced proprietary kayak designs including the only internally retractable, high performance 
rudder in the world.  Lightspeed continues its product line development with its existing sailing 
kayaks and the most advanced kayak sailing system in the world readying for launch this spring. 
 
 
 

http://vividphotography.smugmug.com/Business/2009-MISTIC-Awards/10247814_4buw8/1/706802620_msgw5
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Finalist  
Our mission at Ace Line Hauler  is to produce outstanding marine equipment, while positioning 
ourselves globally to meet the needs of our clients through innovation, development and 
exceptional customer service. We have been building leading edge specialty marine equipment 
in Nanaimo for the last 9 years. We specialize in building equipment that is designed for pulling 
in ropes and nets for the sports and light commercial fisherman.  We are committed to building 
the right equipment for the job at hand and backing up that equipment with truly above and 
beyond support for our distributors, retail outlets and especially our product end users. Through 
innovation and collaboration as a team, new ideas are always encouraged to flow while the 
company continues to advance and diversify. 
 

Finalist  
A small Qualicum Beach company, Micro Precision Parts Manufacturing Ltd. , using some of 
the latest precision manufacturing equipment, is working with world leading neuro surgeon Dr. 
Garnette Sutherland and CSI to produce the worldôs first MRI and CT scan invisible clips.  Last 
year, they completed a series of these ceramic clips; the first in the world to ever be 
manufactured. They are working towards the final FDA approvals so this technology can be 
released to save lives.  Mppm Ltd. is also working with companies in the US and Europe on 
leading prototypes in the medical, robotic, and new cutting edge engine technology.  Matthew is 
now taking the lead, working with and successfully negotiating these contracts with many 
leading international companies. 

 


